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On 7 December 2021, the Q-KNOW Project hosted a PhD workshop (in the English 
language), to discuss current approaches to research collaborations within science and 
the application of network analysis to better understand these patterns.  
 
Eight contributions from current research projects in which relational methods and/or 
theories are applied to contemporary phenomena and issues in higher education 
research or science studies were presented in four sessions. 
 
 
Lautaro Vilches (DZHW Berlin/HUBerlin):  
Researching academic collaboration in excellence clusters  
through the lens of lateral comparisons. 
Rebecca Kienast (LCSS, Uni Hannover):  
How does research collaboration link to organizational characteristics?  
The case of German universities.   

Sören Magerkort (INCHER Kassel):  
How are strategic partnerships between universities are initiated,  
established and institutionalized? 
Hana Fehrenbach (HU Berlin):  
Strategic change or inertia? Inter-organizational alliances in higher education. 
 

Zhao Qu (DZHW Berlin):  
Bibliometric analysis of research collaboration patterns:  
Comparative case studies in biodiversity and biomedical research. 
An Yu Chen (University of Manchester, UK):  
An investigation into interdisciplinary trends and  
processes via social network analysis.  

Xijie Zhang (TU Ilmenau):  
The architecture of global knowledge production connecting  
the core and the peripheral. 
Luisa Overmeyer (Uni Hamburg): 
Competitive steering and configurations of higher education governance.  
A qualitative meta-study. 

 


